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About the Summer Work   
   
This booklet contains a number of tasks that students are expected to complete to a good 
standard in order to be able to be enrolled in this subject.    
   
Please complete these tasks on A4 paper and bring them with you to your first lesson. 
    
The work handed in should be:    
• written in black or blue ink on A4 lined paper    
• written in full sentences with no copying and pasting from external sources   
• have all compulsory tasks completed    
• have student’s full name on each sheet    
• multiple sheets should be connected together    
   
This booklet also contains significant additional information and a range of optional tasks. 
We would encourage you to complete all the tasks including the optional ones to fully 
prepare for Sixth Form study.   
 

In order to complete the summer homework effectively, you will need access to the 
following;  
  
- The internet or access to the library (public libraries have History related books).  
- A black or blue pen  
- A quiet space to work  
- Time to dedicate to your studies 
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Welcome to History 
Subject outline  
 

Students often choose to study History because they have a genuine interest in learning 
about the people and societies of the past, and in understanding how those events have 
shaped the world we live in today. Many students would have enjoyed studying History at 
GCSE and be keen to build on their knowledge and skills, although students who have strong 
literacy skills may be able to study and succeed at A Level without a GCSE in History.  
 
The AQA A-Level Specification assesses students’ learning with two exam papers at the end 
of the course, as well as a ‘Non Examined Assessment’ (NEA).  
 
Paper 1: The Making of a Superpower: USA 1865-1975 – 40% of A Level 
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and 

consequence in this period through the following key questions: 

• How did government, political authority and political parties change and develop? 

• In what ways did the US economy and society change and develop? 

• How did the role of the US in foreign relations change and develop? 

• What was the extent of social and cultural change? 

• How united was the US during this period? 

• How important was the role of individuals and groups and how were they affected 

by developments? 

Paper 2: The Making of Modern Britain – 40% of A Level 
 
This option provides for the study in depth of the key political, economic, social and 

international changes which helped to mould Britain in the second half of the 20th century. 

It explores concepts such as government and opposition, class, social division and cultural 

change. It encourages students to reflect on Britain’s changing place in the world as well as 

the interrelationship between political policies, economic developments and political 

survival. 

 
NEA: Historical Enquiry of 4000-4500 words – 20% of A Level 
 
This independent historical enquiry will involve students researching and writing an 
extended essay linked to Tudor rebellion. This is excellent preparation for university style 
learning, and is a synoptic assessment of the skills developed for the exam papers of 
argument, source and interpretation analysis. 
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Careers and Higher Education 

Where will your history qualification take you? 

History A-Level or a History degree equips you with many skills that are attractive to 
employers. 

 

History is actually very practical, because it involves: 

 

• Learning about people – how they interact, the motives and emotions that can tear 
people apart into rival factions or help them to work together for a common cause 
(useful knowledge for team-building at work!) 

• Learning about countries, societies and cultures – so many of today's conflicts and 
alliances have their roots in the past; how can you negotiate with, trade successfully 
with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its history? 

• Learning to locate and sift facts – to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda 
and downright lies (useful in every aspect of life!) 

• Presenting what you've learned in a way that makes sense to others – whether in 
graphs, essays or illustrated reports – and having the confidence to defend your 
findings. 
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All these skills are valuable in a whole range of jobs. So instead of only looking at ‘careers in 
history' you could also look at careers where it will help a lot if you've studied history. 

Recent evidence suggests that there is a skills gap within the local labour market and their 

workforce. This means that there is a gap between the skills an employee has and the skills 

he or she actually needs to perform a job well. The skills that are most often required by the 

local labour market include a range of ‘soft skills’. These skills can be developed by studying 

A-Level History, some of which are outlined below;  

➢ Communication  

➢ Project management  

➢ Team work  

➢ Organisation  

➢ Attention to detail  

➢ Planning  

➢ Research skills  

➢ Creativity  

➢ Problem solving  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to a recent release by the University Guide website, the following are some of the 

top places to study History.  
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You may be aware that Bradford has been 

awarded Capital of Culture 2025. This means 

that the city can expect an increase in 

investment, bringing new jobs and 

opportunities. Furthermore, the study of 

History can help develop skills that will be 

useful in the industries that we are seeing 

emerge within Bradford; including Education, 

Heritage and Tourism. 

 

Links to key information: 
 

 
The full AQA History specification can be found here:   
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/introduction  
 
A guide to History related careers from the Historical Association:  
https://www.history.org.uk/student/module/8671/careers-with-history  
 
A link to the Labour Market Report 2021 which examines factors relating to employment 
within Bradford: https://futuregoals.shorthandstories.com/lmireport/  
 

 

 

Summer work tasks - research 
America 1865-1975 
 

Tasks for students:  
To help you understand the context of this unit it would be helpful to complete the 
following research tasks:   
 

1. Create brief fact-files on the following Presidents from across the period. Include 
when they governed, their key achievements or failures:  
• Abraham Lincoln 
• Andrew Johnson 
• Grover Cleveland 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/introduction
https://www.history.org.uk/student/module/8671/careers-with-history
https://futuregoals.shorthandstories.com/lmireport/
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• William McKinley 
• Theodore Roosevelt 
•  Woodrow Wilson 
 
 
2. Investigate the reasons why America gained independence from the British Empire 
in 1776. Use the following causes as guidance: 
 

• Economic causes – taxation 

• Violent clashes between British troops and colonists 

• Political causes – resentment at British control 
 
3. Create a detailed fact-file on the US Civil War: 1861-1865 

• Causes of the outbreak of Civil War 

• Union vs Confederacy  

• Key battles/turning points 

• Emancipation Proclamation 

• Outcome 
 
 
 
 
Useful links for tasks:  
 
President research: 
 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/  
 
American Revolution: 
 
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/american-revolution/  
 
US Civil War: 
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War  
https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/uscivilwar/origins/origins.html  

Summer work tasks - research 
Modern Britain 1951-2007 
 
Tasks for students:  
To help you understand the context of Britain in 1951 it would be helpful to research the 
key individuals and developments post WW2.  
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/american-revolution/
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War
https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/uscivilwar/origins/origins.html
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1. Create brief fact-files on the following key individuals who played prominent roles 
during the period.  
• Winston Churchill  
• Clement Attlee  
• Harold McMillan  
 
2. Why did Winston Churchill and the Conservative Party lose the 1945 elections? 
Aim to make 5 bullet point notes for each of the causes listed below:  

• Reputation of the Conservative Party due to 1930’s economic depression  
• Impact of the Beveridge Report of 1942  
• Role of Conservative Party in appeasing Hitler before WW2  
• The election campaigns by Churchill for Conservatives, and Attlee for Labour  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/election_01.shtml   
https://www.historyhit.com/1945-churchill-defeated-labour-party/   

  
3. Create fact files on some of the key developments during the Labour government 
of 1945-1951. Aim for 5 bullet point facts for each:  

• Creation of the NHS  
• Creation of housing  
• Nationalisation of key industries  
• Marshall Aid 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwhsfg8/revision/5   
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1945to1951/about.htm   
  

4. Why did Labour lose the elections in 1951? Find out 5 details about each of the 
following causes:  
• Election campaigns  
• Austerity and rationing  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/background/pastelec/ge51.shtml   
https://medium.com/@jennibowdery/why-did-the-conservatives-win-labour-lose-the-
1951-uk-general-election-1591d87dea76   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/election_01.shtml
https://www.historyhit.com/1945-churchill-defeated-labour-party/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwhsfg8/revision/5
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1945to1951/about.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/background/pastelec/ge51.shtml
https://medium.com/@jennibowdery/why-did-the-conservatives-win-labour-lose-the-1951-uk-general-election-1591d87dea76
https://medium.com/@jennibowdery/why-did-the-conservatives-win-labour-lose-the-1951-uk-general-election-1591d87dea76
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Summer work tasks – reading and revision  
British History: Read the following pages related to the Labour government 1945-

1951 and complete the tasks beneath: 
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British History Reading task: 
1. Complete the chart below. You need to add extra precise facts from the text 

for the sympathetic view – and then complete the summary and supporting 
evidence for the other two viewpoints. 

 

Interpretation Brief summary of argument Pick out precise supporting 
evidence from the text 

Sympathetic 
view 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Labour government managed 
the economy effectively – their 
policies were responsible for UK’s 
dramatic post WW2 recovery, 
and given the problems they 
inherited, their achievements 
were incredibly impressive. 

• 1950 – inflation under 
control, full employment, 
exports increasing.  

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

Unsympathetic 
left wing view 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Unsympathetic 
right wing view 
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British History Reading Task: 
 

2. Conclusion – which viewpoint do you find most convincing? Write a 
concluding paragraph justifying your argument: 

 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

3. Revision 
 
Prepare for a factual knowledge test based on the evidence in the reading you have just 
analysed. Aim to memorise the key facts and details you have identified. Remember – 
effective revision is always active – create flashcards, get someone to test you.  
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Reading list 
These are the recommended core textbooks for the course: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
There will be copies of these books, as well as a good range of other specialist books related to both 
courses in the college libraries, including top recommendations such as: 
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1K The Making of a Superpower, 1865-1975 

  
Textbooks:  
C Rowe, Oxford AQA History for A Level: The Making of a Superpower 1865-1975   
H Brogan, The Penguin History of the United States of America, Penguin, 2001 

P Clements, Prosperity, Depression and the New Deal: 1890-1954, Hodder, 2008 
J de Pennington, Modern America: 1865 to the Present, Hodder, 2005 

  
Websites:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/  
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/american-revolution/  
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War  
https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/uscivilwar/origins/origins.html  

  
Documentaries/TV series:  
From Colony to World Power: Empire Builders 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7FGY0FL7E  

 
 2S: The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007  
 

Key texts:  
C Rowe, The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007, Nelson Thornes, 2009   
M Lynch, Britain 1945-2007, Hodder, 2008   
S Waller, A Sixties Social Revolution? British Society 1959-1975, Nelson Thornes, 2008   
  
General texts:  
S J Lee, Aspects of British Political History 1914-1995, Routledge, 1998   
N Lowe, Mastering Modern Britain, Palgrave, 1998   
A Marr, A History of Modern Britain, Macmillan, 2007   
A Mayer, Women in Britain 1900-2000, Hodder, 2002   
D Murphy (ed), Britain 1914-2000, Collins, 2000   
M Pearce, British Political History 1867-200: Democracy and Decline, Routledge, 2001   

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/american-revolution/
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War
https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/uscivilwar/origins/origins.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue7FGY0FL7E
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C Rowe, Britain 1929-1998, Heinemann, 2004   
  
Visual sources and websites:  
 

Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain, DVD 2entertain, 2009 (available on Daily Motion 
website)  
Margaret Thatcher – A very British revolution – available on BBC I Player   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005br9/thatcher-a-very-british-revolution-series-
1-1-making-margaret     
Churchill and WW2 film https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000j4wd/darkest-hour    
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005br9/thatcher-a-very-british-revolution-series-1-1-making-margaret
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005br9/thatcher-a-very-british-revolution-series-1-1-making-margaret
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000j4wd/darkest-hour
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