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WHAT IS HISTORY? 
History is the study of the past. 
Historians study and interpret the 
past by researching evidence, asking 
questions about the evidence and 
forming explanations that try to make 
sense of what the evidence suggests 
about the peoples, events, places and 
time periods under consideration. 

WHY STUDENTS CHOOSE THIS 
COURSE
Students often choose to study History 
A level because they have enjoyed and 
been successful at History GCSE. It 
is certainly desirable to have a strong 
fascination with learning about people 
and societies in the past. History 
students typically relish expressing 
their ideas both verbally and in writing. 
Extended written answers are the 
way that the subject is assessed, 
so students who choose History at 
A level are generally strong writers 
who have been successful in English 
GCSE courses. While History would 
be an excellent choice to demonstrate 
versatility alongside Science or 
Maths A levels, some students will 
select History alongside other essay 
writing subjects if that is a key area of 
strength. 

WHAT STUDENTS CAN DO 
WITH THIS COURSE
History is considered a facilitating 
subject, which means that it is a highly 
regarded A level by all top universities. 
A History degree is of course a logical 
progression for those students wishing 
to continue to study the subject in 
greater depth, however as a facilitating 
subject a strong A level grade in 

History will be useful in accessing a 
wide range of degree courses. 
Careers typically associated with 
History include Law, Politics, 
Journalism, Heritage and 
Conservation.  

HOW THIS COURSE IS 
ASSESSED 
Both Unit 1 and Unit 2 examinations 
and Unit 3 are completed at the end of 
Year 2: 

Unit 1 - A two hour thirty minute 
examination contributing 40% of your 
overall A level 
Unit 2 - A two hour thirty minute 
examination contributing 40% of your 
overall A level 
Unit 3 - A non-examined coursework 
essay of around 4500 words 
contributing 20% of the A level 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
All our course entry requirements are 
detailed in the Entry Requirements 
document located in the admissions 
section of our website.

FURTHER READING 
AQA A-level History: The Making of a 
Superpower 1865-1975, Clements and 
Waugh 

AQA A Level History: The Making of 
Modern Britain, 1951-2007, J. Hugh



Unit 1 Breadth study: The Making of a Superpower:
USA 1865-1975 
Unit 1 will take the long view on a pivotal period in the history of 
America, examining continuities and changes across a century 
which witnessed the USA emerging as a dominant political force. 
• The Era of Reconstruction 1865-1890 
• Populism, progressivism, imperialism 1890-1920 
• Crisis of Identity: 1920-1945 
• The Superpower: 1945-1975 

Unit 2 Depth Study: The Making of Modern Britain: UK 1951-2007 
Unit 2 will focus on recent British history, looking in depth at the 
political, economic, social and international developments of the 
last half century. This course explains how the UK went from 
being the most dominant global superpower to the declining sick 
man of Europe in the 1970s and ended up as a modern, dynamic 
European economic hub under the New Labour government of 
the last decade. 
• The Affluent Society, 1951–1964 
• The Sixties, 1964–1970 
• The end of Post-War Consensus, 1970–1979 
• The impact of Thatcherism, 1979–1987 
• Towards a new Consensus, 1987–1997 
• The Era of New Labour, 1997–2007 

Unit 3 Historical Investigation 
A personal study based upon considerable independent research. 
This should take the form of a question in the context of 
approximately 100 years. Students will select their question in 
consultation with subject staff who have specialist knowledge. 

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE EXAMINATION 
BOARD WEBSITE AT:  WWW.AQA.ORG.UK 

WHAT THE COURSE COVERS 



AAMINA 
AHMED 

I found the range of different 
historical periods fascinating, 
especially international relations. 
History A level has allowed me to 
develop my knowledge further 
across many topics. In terms of 
the A level History course at D6A 
I have particularly found the 
Modern British course interesting 
as the links between the events I 
have studied and modern British 
politics have helped me to develop 
a better understanding of current 
affairs.
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